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6 INTRODUCTORY NOTE

he had undergone incredible hardships; and on August 19, 1662,
he died in his fortieth year.

It was from the notes for his contemplated “ Apology” that
the Port-Royalists compiled and edited the book knowm as his
“Pensées” or “Thoughts.” The early texts were much tampered
with, and the material has been frequently rearranged; but now
at last it is possible to read these fragmentary joitings as they
came from the hand of thesr author. In spite of their incomplete-
ness and frequent sncoherence, the “ Thoughts” have long held a
high place among the great veligious classics. Much of the
theological argument implied in these utteramces has little appeal
to the modern mind, but the acuteness of the observation of
human life, the subtlety of the reasoming, the combination of
precision and fervid imagination in the expression, make this @
book ‘to which the discerning mind can return again and again
for insight and inspiration.
















































n PASCAL’S THOUGHTS

.58
You are ungraceful: “ Excuse me, pray.” Without that
excuse I would not have known there was anything amiss.
“ With reverence be it spoken . . .” The only thing bad
is their excuse.
59
“To extinguish the torch of sedition;” too Tuxuriant.

“The restlessness of his genius;” two superfluous grand
words.







































































































































MISERY OF MAN WITHOUT GOD 67

overjoyed to find these pretexts of hope, in order to show
that they are concerned, and to conceal by the joy which
they feign to feel that which they have at seeing the failure
of the matter.

183

We run carelessly to the precipice, after we have put
something before us to prevent us seeing it.



SECTION III

Or THE NECEssiTY oF THE WAGER

184
LETTER to incite to the search after God.
A And then to make people seek Him among the
philosophers, sceptics, and dogmatists, who disquiet
him who inquires of them.

185

The conduct of God, who disposes all things kindly, is
to put religion into the mind by reason, and into the heart
by grace. But to will to put it into the mind and heart by
force and threats is not to put religion there, but terror,
terorrem potius quam religionem.'

186

Nisi terrerentur et nom docerentur, improba quasi domi-
natio videretur (Aug. Ep. 48 or 49).) Contra mendacium ad
Consentium.?

187

Order—Men despise religion; they hate it, and fear it is
true. To remedy this, we must begin by showing that religion
is not contrary to reason; that it is venerable, to inspire re-
spect for it; then we must make it lovable, to make good
men hope it is true; finally, we must prove it is true.

Venerable, because it has perfect knowledge of man; lov-
able, because it promises the true good.

1¢ Terror rather than religion.”
3 “If they were not terriied and were instructed, it would seem like an

uniust tyranny.” .
“ To meet a lie, appeal to the Council.”









































































































OF THE MEANS OF BELIEF 108

follow it, if it comes into our heart; and it is certain
that there is no ground for laughing at those who follow it.

290
Proofs of religion.—Morality, Doctrine, Miracles, Prophe-
cies, Types.













































us PASCAL'S THOUGHTS

338

True Christians nevertheless comply with folly, not be-
cause they respect folly, but the command of God, who for
the punishment of men has made them subject to these
follies. Omnis creatura subjecta est vonitati. Liberabitur.®
Thus Saint Thomas explains the passage in Saint James on
giving place to the rich, that if they do it not in the sight of
God, they depart from the command of religion.

 Romans, vili. s0-31.



































































































































































































MORALITY AND DOCTRINE 183

thou compare? Thyself, or Me in thee? If it is thyself, it
is one who is abominable. If it is I, thou comparest Me to
Myself. Now I am God in all.

“I speak to thee, and often counsel thee, because thy
director cannot speak to thee, for I do not want thee to
lack a guide.

“ And perhaps I do so at his prayers, and thus he leads
thee without thy seeing it. Thou wouldst not seek Me, if
thou didst not possess Me,

“ Be not therefore troubled,”



















































































































































































































































264 PASCAL’S THOUGHTS

demon’s head, and free His people from their sins, ex om-
nibus iniquitatibus; that there should be a New Covenant,
which would be eternal; that there should be another priest-
hood after the order of Melchisedek, and it should be
cternal; that the Christ should be glorious, mighty, strong,
and yet so poor that He would not be recognised, nor taken
for what He is, but rejected and slain; that His people who
denied Him should no longer be His people; that the idol-
aters should receive Him, and take refuge in Him; that He
should leave Zion to reign in the centre of idolatry; that
nevertheless the Jews should continue for ever; that He
sh:it;lg be of Judah, and when there should be no longer
a

























































PROOFS OF JESUS CHRIST 283

8oz

The apostles were either deceived or deceivers. Either
supposition has difficulties; for it is not possible to mistake
a man raised from the dead . . .

While Jesus Christ was with them, He could sustain
them. But, after that, if He did not appear to them, who
inspired them to act?









286 PASCAL’S THOUGHTS

to the woman of Samaria, when He reveals to her all her
hidden life. Then He heals the centurion’s son; and Saint
John calls this “the second miracle,”

809

The combinations of miracles,

810
The second miracle can suppose the first, but the first can-
not suppose the second.
811

Had it not been for the miracles, there would have been
no sin in not believing in Jesus Christ.

812
I should not be a Christian, but for the miracles, said
Saint Augustine,
813
Miracles—How I hate those who make men doubt of
miracles! Montaigne speaks of them as he should in two
places. In one, we see how careful he is; and yet, in the
other he believes, and makes sport of unbelievers.
However it may be, the Church is without proofs if they
are right.

814
Montaigne against miracles.
Montaigne for miracles,
813
It is not possible to have a reasonable belief against
miracles.
816

Unbelievers the most credulous. They believe the miracles
of Vespasian, in order not to believe those of Moses.















































































































¥22 PASCAL’S THOUGHTS

923
It is not absolution only which remits sins by the sacra-

ment of penance, but contrition, which is not real if it does
not seek the sacrament.

924

People who do not keep their word, without faith, without
honour, without truth, deceitful in heart, deceitful in speech;
for which that amphibious animal in fable was once re-
proached, which held itself in a doubtful position between
the fish and the birds . . .

It is important to kings and princes to be considered
pious; and therefore they must confess themselves to you.
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